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Chicago’s War on the Poor 


CHICAGO — Defying public outcry 
and a lawsuit, authorities here are 
pressing ahead with a clampdown on 
public housing residents, evidently to 
drive more people of color from the 
city’s center. 

“Operation Clean Sweep, 
authorities insist, will purge public 
housing of gang-crime and drugs. In 
fact, four massive raids in which police 
emptied entire buildings, netted few 
guns or drugs, but dozens of Black 
women, children, and men were 
evicted in winter. Many are now 
without homes. 

Residents of one raided project 
describe the gang, drug rubric as an 
outright lie. 

“They want this property because 
it’s on the lake,” says Evelyn, a tenant, 
refering to the city’s rich, white 
developers who covet lakefront 
property. 

Activists also point out that the local 
interests of greedy developers 
coincide with the U.S. governmet’s 
long-term goal to drain poor people of 
color from the hearts of major cities. 
(Known to many in the United States as 
“spatial deconcentration” - ed.) 

As Chicago has seen a leap in 
“rehabilitation,” monied whites have 
displaced working-class Black and 
Latino people from their neigh- 
bourhoods. Gentrification has also 


” 


driven out 
whites. 

In each of the four raids, police 
surrounded the building while half of 
the strike force started at the top and 
half at the bottom. A warantless 
search of every apartment ensued, 
and anyone not listed on the lease 
was evicted, including about two- 
dozen common-law husbands of 
-lease-holding women. Tenants are 
still tallying the number of single 
women with children evicted. Some 
squat-ters may also have been 
evicted. Evictees were charged with 
criminal trespass. 


some working-class 


In one raid, while the tenants were 
herded to a “processing center,” their 
children were rounded up at a nearby 


school and also brought in for 
processing. 
Tenants age seven and up were 


issued photo IDs, which they must 
present to armed guards in order to 
enter and leave their homes. 
Authorities welded heavy-gauge wire 
mesh onto first-floor doors and 
windows. Each building now has a 
midnight-to-eight a.m. curfew. 
Perhaps most ominously, some 
residents reported having their “eye 
(see Spatial Deconcentration page 3) 








Defend Choice Defend the Clinics 





Demonstration to let the Religious Right know where we 
. think they should go. Sat. Jan. 14. 12 Noon. Morgentaler 
Clinic, 85 Harbord. More Info call OCAC 969-8463 
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Crackdown in Kreuzberg 


BERLIN—At 6:15 am on Dec. 16 a 
special police commando unit, S.A.K., 
and MPs, uniformed cops and a few 
secret service people raided and 
searched 2 flats in Kreuzberg, West 
Berlin and arrested "Claudia", an 
activist in the autonomous movement . 
She was taken to a special station, the 
“office for the protection of the 
constitution”. Five other people were 
arrested but were soon released. 
Later that same day the police raided 
an organic bakery collective and 
arrested "Wolle". The cops searched 
various flats and a cellar belonging to 
activists in Kreuzberg, the searches 
lasting anywhere up to 14 hours. 
"Claudia" and "Wolle” were both 
allowed access to lawyers but were 
interogated by the police. The first 
charge laid was “membership in a 
terrorist organization”. Which "terrorist 
group” was not specified. At the 
arraignment the charge was modified 
to “supporting a criminal group”. Under 
West Germany's terrorist act 
membership in a "terrorist group” 
brings a longer prison term although 


imprisonment is also the penalty for 
supporting a criminal group. 

The evidence presented by the 
prosecutor was minimal. Itincludeda 
statement by Eberhard Schumacher 
(an individual working in the political 
movement and a supposed activist 
although since he testified he has 
disappeared from the scene) who 
said that he had made a cellar 
available to "Claudia" and “Wolle” 
where he found a locked box behind 
a coal bin. The police are alleging 
that the locked box contained 
incendiary compositions. A video 
tape was presented showing 
"Claudia" and "Wolle" entering the 
building were the cellar is located.. 
The prosecutor alleges that the 
incendiary compositions are the 
same type as those found after an 
attack on GMBH (a big shopping 
centre) in Karfstadt. 

The Amazonen, a West Berlin 
militant feminist direct action group , 
claimed responsibility for the attack 
on GMBH. This group was also 
involved in the attacks against the 


R.A.F. Supporter Goes Down 


On Wednesday Dec. 21, "Janin F" 
was condemned under Paragraph 
129-A (the West German terrorist act) 
to 10 months in jail and 4 years 


probation by the Bavaria's highest 


state court in Munich. The co- 
defendant, "Wolfgang", was cleared of 
the charge: “supporting a terrorist 
group” namely the RAF (Red Army 
-Faction). "Janin" was charged 
because she organized a political 


meeting in which the RAF and inte- 
gration of their political prisoners was 
supported in speeches and banners. 
The prisoners are demanding inte- 
gration so they can come together in 
small groups rather than spend their 
prison time in total isolation from their 
comrades. Both "Janin” and "Wolf- 
gang” held political trials and stated 
that they supported the prisoners’ 
demands. (Ecomedia Berlin) 


Adler company a year ago with the 
Rote Zora (see Ecomedia #16). 

A support group has been formed 
to work with the lawyers on behalf on 
"Claudia" and "Wolle". Both are being 
held in total isolation, a common 
practice in West Germany for political 
prisoners. This means 23 hours alone 
in a cell and 1 hour walking alone in a 
yard. 

On Wednesday Dec. 21, there 
were rallies and demos in front of the 
wimmin’s prison in Plotzensee where 
"Claudia" is being held and the men’s 
prison in Maobit where "Wolle” is. 
There were 500-600 people shouting 
and screaming in support, standing in 
front of a wall that is higher than the 
famous Berlin wall, and throwing fire- 
crackers over it. The same things were 
done at the men's prison. The police 
kept very much in the back-ground. 

On New Year's Eve another 
solidarity demonstration was held in 
frontofthe prisons. This demonstration 
was much more intense and a few 
arrests occurred. 


fs, tin Rae. 
(Ecomedia Bern} 


SABOTAGE PART 
iil - THE 
SOUTHEAST 
ASIAN 
CONNECTION 


Part Ill in our series on Sabotage 
as a means of attacking Western 
Imperialism, promised for this 
issue, will appear in next issue. 
The article will detail Canadian 
corporate involvement in 
Indonesia and East Timor. So 
watch out! 
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Torture for convenience’s sake Spatial 


The October 1988 issue of 
Phoenix Rising, a quarterly published 
by victims of Ontario’s psychiatric 
industry, contains disturbing 
information about institutional 
psychiatry in Ontario. Mental health is 
big business; there are ten provincial 
psychiatric hospitals, 64 psych wards, 
111 other psychiatric facilities, 43 
organizations delivering 375 com- 
munity-based “services”, and 466 
Homes for Special Care that house 
5,000 residents. Eight per cent of 
Ontario residents receive medical ser- 
vices for a psychiatric diagnosis every 
year. Atleast a quarter of the patients 
in these institutions could be released 
if adequate housing and support facil- 
ities were available. Instead, they’re 
being locked up for longer periods; the 
average length of a stint at the Queen 
Street Mental Health Centre has in- 
creased by 18 days between 1982 and 
1987. Many psychiatric hospital facil- 
ities are sub-standard, providing 
adequate meals, unsanitary con- 
ditions and over-crowding adding to 
patient instability and disturbing 
behavior, and increase the number of 
relapses. Arecent one year period saw 
207 patients die in these hospitals. 


in 
mir 


Highly dubious treatments 
used include administration of “anti- 
psychotic” drugs which can be lethal 


and administration of electric shocks, « 
often against the prisoner’s will. In ` 
1987, 1,834 shock treatments were | 


inflicted on 355 victims in Ontario 
psychiatric hospitals, 
unrecorded number 


by the Clarke Institute and other 
hospitals, shock victims often suffer 
brain damage and permanent 
memory loss. The victims are mostly 
wimmin and the elderly. In May, the 
Clarke had two people arrested for 
attempting to hand prisoners at the 
Clarke information about 


treatment. Although patients have 
the legal right to refuse shock 
treatment or harmful 


ation, you can call On Our Own atthe 
number listed in the phone book. 





plus ani: 
in general: 
hospitals. Contrary to claims made | 


the ; 
potential harmful effects of shock | 


medication, | 
most are kept unaware of these rights | 
and threatened with jong delays in | 
their release unless they co-operate. | 

Phoenix Rising is published | 
by On Our Own, a self-help org- | 
anization of victims.and former vic- | 
tims of psychiatry. For more inform- . 


- Deconcentration 


Cont'd from page 1 

prints” taken: Retinascanning is anew 
identification technology that 
electronically records the unique 
pattern of the blood vessels in an 
individual's retina. Since “eye prints” 
are never left as traces during illegal 
activity, the retina scan’s only possible 
application is in population-control. 

Women remaining in the raided 
projects report continuing sexual 
harrassement from male guards. 
Several outspoken residents have 
been threatened. 

Opposition was slow following the 
first raid in September, chiefly because 
many public housing residents 
believed that police intervention would 
solve problems brought on by 
economic devastation of lack of 
community autonomy. Following the 
second raid, in December, outraged 
residents demanded that authorities 
not attack them inthe name of a“waron 
drugs and gangs.” 

Residents at one project 

: have demonstrated twice in front of 

| their building are are trying to make 

| links with other public housing 
residents. 

The American Civil Liberties Union, 
| an influential group of liberal lawyers, 
| has sued the city over the raids. 

(An Ecomedia correspondent from the 
_ Anarchist Heyday Collective in 
Chicago) 
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There Goes the Neighbourhood 


On January 14, Toronto joins the 
growing number of cities in which 
autonomy centres are open to the 
anti-authoritarian leftist community. 
The opening party, from noon till late 
evening, will feature live music, films, 
a buffet supper, refreshments and lots 
of conversation. Starting the following 
week, it will be open regular hours as 
areading room and distribution centre 
for anarchis t literature. There will be 
regular film and video showings and 
free stores, and it will be available for 


The centre is located on the 
second flloor of 243 Augusa Street, in 
the Kensington market area, above 
Natanel’s clothing store. To enter, go 
through the alleyway beside 
Netanel’s and up the flight of stairs in 
back. 

Financial contributions to enable 
the centre to remain open are always 
welcome, and we'd also appreciate 
donations of relevant literature for the 
library orto sell (we hope eventually to 
create a full anarchist book store, but 


meetings and social events. this will take a litle time because most 





STRIKING OUT AGAINST RACIST REMARKS 

Although the media sought our sympathy for Metro cop Waverley Reid 
after she was punched by jaywalkers, an eyewitness says the cop provoked the 
incident. “She opened her car window and yelled something like ‘get out of the 
way you niggers!" to youths who were crossing against the lights at a side 
street off Don Mills Rd. at 5:30 am. Cops and media have neglected to mention 
these facts. 

What the Toronto Sun did say was that the youths were leaving a “reggae 
club”. Wrong, says the eyewitness, but it serves to identify the colour of the 
youths. Cops and media are avoiding directly mentioning colour in reports of 
confrontations, especially since the cops most recent racist murders. Instead 
they are reporting it by inference and photos. 

Especially stinky is this racist cop's suggestion that the womyn who was 
kind enough to give her a face cloth to staunch the blood did so only to steal the 
cop's money and ID, trying to promote the idea that you can'ttrust ‘these people’ 
even when they're nice to you. The statement holds more water when applied 
to cops and media. 


BULLSHIT 

For those who might be wondering about the stamp “BULLSHIT” which 
appeared over part of an article last issue, we’d like to make clear that 
Ecomedia, like all media sources, shouldn't be trusted absolutely. As with 
everything, we encourage our readers to read between the lines, think for 
yourselves, and question everything. 
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smash the state -while-u-wait 


publishers want advance payment for 
initial orders.) For more info, please call 
the anarchist hot line at 536-2514. 





Just when you thought 
it was safe to go back 
in the water... 


River toxins which are a direct result of 
our glorious western lifestyle have 
gone a long way toward erasing the 
traditional lifefestyles of the peoples of 
the mohawk nation along the St 
Laurence. Ontario, New York and the 
St. Regis Mohawk tribal Council have 
all issued restrictions on fish 
consumption due to high levels of 
PCBs and other toxins. The Tribal 
Council's successful recreational 
fishing camp was closed in the 1980s 
as a direct result of PCB contamination 
from the nearby Central Foundry 
outfall. In 1985 a sturgeon cought by 
Mohawk fishermen was found to be 
contaminated with 5.25 ppm of PCBs in 
its flesh,7.95ppm in its fat and 10ppm in 
its roe. the food and drug administration 
considers 2 ppm a maximum level for 
edible fish. A small carp caught near 
Central foundry contained over 55ppm, 
a level so high that its body was 
classified as hazardous waste! God, i 
love progress, dont you? 

(info Akwesasne Notes late ‘88) 


